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Why the death and resurrection is the core of the gospel

Introduction

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John give us the details of the life, works, words and wonders of Jesus. All that Jesus came to do for mankind is known as the gospel. 

The Acts of the Apostles give us the message that the early church preached about Jesus. From these we can discern what the Holy Spirit portrays as the heart of the gospel.

To remain grounded and rooted in the faith we have to build upon a solid foundation. Without the death and resurrection of Jesus even His birth would have become insignificant (1 Corinthians 15: 14-18).

1. Acts 2:14-40
Peter on the day of Pentecost
Introduces the Holy Spirit  (14-21)
The death and resurrection of Jesus (22-24, 31)*


2. Acts 3:11-26
Peter after healing a lame man at the temple Gate.
Introduces Jesus (11-13)
The death and resurrection of Jesus (15-16)
repentance and forgiveness of sins (19-20)


3. Acts 4:5-12
Peter on arrest before Jewish religious council.
The death and resurrection of Jesus (10).
Salvation is in Jesus name alone (12).
 


4. Acts 7
Stephen to the Jewish religious leaders.
The death of Jesus (52).
They killed him before he could get to the resurrection.


5. Acts 10:34-48
Peter in Cornelius House
Jesus anointed by God to do good and heal (38).
The death and resurrection of Jesus (39-40)
Believe in Jesus for forgiveness of sins (45).


6. Acts 13:16-41
Peter in Synagogue at Antioch
The death and resurrection of Jesus (28-37).
Forgiveness, repentance and salvation (38-43)


7. Acts 15:7-11
Peter - The Jerusalem council.
This was a ‘believers gathering’ and hence no surprise that the resurrection is not mentioned.
Outpouring of Holy Spirit (8)
believe in the grace of God (10)


8. Acts 15: 13-21
James – The Jerusalem council
Salvation (13-19).
God’s word to be obeyed (19-21)


9. Acts 17:22-34
Paul – sermon on Mars Hill
Salvation (31)
The death and resurrection of Jesus (31-33).


10. Acts 26
Paul – his defense before king Agrippa
Salvation (18)
Forgiveness of sins (19)
The death and resurrection of Jesus (23)

Summary

The core of the Gospel is that Jesus died for our sins. He died and resurrected again on the third day – 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NASB).
The disciples believed in Jesus before His death and resurrection – Matthew 16:16.

The significance of his resurrection

1. It is proof that Jesus is God.
Christianity is the only religion that claims that her founder is truly human and also God (Romans 9:5; Hebrews 1:8; John 1:18; Titus 2:13).


2. It gives us the power to live as children of God.
Philippians 3:10; Ephesians 1:19-20; Romans 6:4*
and is proof of eternal life – John 14:19


3. All other Bible teachings depend on the resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:14-18


4. Jesus Himself mentioned its significance
 Luke 24:45-48.

What makes a person a Christian?

· The recognition that you are a sinner.

· Believing that Jesus died for your sins.

· Accepting by faith the gift of salvation that Jesus’ death and resurrection provides us.

· The desire to live a life pleasing to God by the power of the Holy Spirit made available to us by the death and resurrection of Jesus.

The Apostles' Creed – summary of our faith

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

the Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,

whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

*The word "catholic" refers not to the Roman Catholic Church, but to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ

PAGE  
2
www.wordlibrary.co.uk - The Living Word library


